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Patty melt

515 & Moviar & Pasths, 3108 N. Broedway 773-6572087

By Michael Nagrant | con oo
Ty don't do clinvers these days, at lease not
like: they used ro, MWa one really opens thar
Echward Hopperesque “Nighthawks" ideal,
the late-night bourique trimmed with more
chrome than something off the Ford assem-
Bly line i the 19508 and fucled by botmomless
cups of shudgy coffee and two-cgg specials,

The diver as we koow it has been repleced
by the hip brunch cafe, lined with reclimed
s and studded with industrial metal
chairs, communal 735les and funky pendant
Lamps. Paseries are made by hand in the
back, and che coffee is probably fair crade
ancl local. There are eggs on offer, but theyne
nat beaven wich a spatula h}- .agri::]un:l gr.ill-
tender; they're coddbed by a group of chefs
whe idodize Alice Wirers or once worked in
four-star, pris-fice restaurants, Baker Milker
ani Cellar Dioor Provisions, two of my favor-
b POt in reoent memory, ane e examples
of this trend

Maortar & Pestle, 2 new restanming in
Lakeview, also falls into this carepory While
it doese’t have the same local sustamability
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This weak, RedEye roundaed Lp
somme of the finest culinary minds
In Chicago. Aaaand now weTe
really hungry.
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commirment (there's some) as Taker

Miller and Cellar Door Provissons, parsners
Srephen Boss and Stephen Paul are seri-
s cooks with serious experience and a
like-minded cormmitment o *handmade
well-gxecuted food,” Ross explainec.

They mer while opending At Smatly's Table
FiftyTwn, which recently closed to make way
for Smith's new concept Blue Droor Kivchen
& Garden, Ross started his career under
Bruce Sherman 2t Worth Pone and spent
rimne ar Old Tawn Social and Park Thvare
Chicage he even did a stint as an assistant
wingmaker ar Clincon Vinevards inupstate
WNew York.

Hosss wife i Syzian, and you'll And that
inffuence in coriander-spreed beignets (54),
an offering of merguer sansage (55) and a
spacy cumin-spiked bean dish called Middle
Eastern (S10) with a side of pira. Beyond the
international infleesce, there are ako French
toast and eges planes (S5 eachl, both barded
with Foie gras.

Bur the thing thar really pers me at Morzar
& Pestle is the ald-fashioned patty mele
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The patty melt with lecally aged boef, caramelized onlon,

gruyerasanda
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(515). Thaugh it trensds 2 lictle fancy, ics still
the very essence of ald-schood diner carsbohy-
drzte comfore. The mediume-rare juicy pasty,
made from local Beef fa hear-stopping mix
of 70 percent meit bo 3o pereent £at), drips
with funky, nucty gruyere. The beef is weight-
el down on the grill with 2 diner-style press
and develaps a lacy, orispy edpe. The eve toass
usied to compdete this masterpices is golden,
crackling and dripping in Burzer, while a
rapping of caramelized omions i jammy amd
has ahine of Brown sugar, All this ichness is
faided by 2 sliglitly zeidic bright mayo- and
kerchup-based “special sauce.”

Ress calls it an ade to his childhod. 1

spedal sauca at Mortar & Pestla

concur, A bite of this sandwich transporred
me o the -year-old version of myself,
bellied up o the gedd-flecked Formica
iskand in my childhoad kitchen, where one
nighs my mather scuffed seared American-
cheese-swaddled ground chuck topped wich
grillec white onion confetti—all dowsed in
kerclup—between two slices ol hearty rve
Bread. Before tha: momenz, 1had never met
a burger without an entiched white pillowy
Bun. Twasn't sure [ could ever go back after
that
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H there's ana thing the «« thi ramen-delghnut comba . attangan, Its sedynamic and = NACHOS. o fun, w really gocsd late-right dining
Chicago food scaim naacds spod, Fried doughnut-shaped incnedibile cppornites,
sare of, I8 .. nasdle calies lepped withbacon

icing served in tasty beer brath,
IHOP s havinig a pamcake {Lan | just enter the pancake- The characters from “Frooen.” Ziggy Stardust and Lemimy Leaning Tower of Pisa— Lile-zize Jonga panceke stack.
art competition. Tellus what mating contest? |# iy riece is judging, [l win trbube cases and ALL of the tall siack.
‘would carry youto victory. far sure. squecae battes.
‘What's the perfect meal to Quail egg quiche and guinge Thi ol Hat Trick &5 & Bquid Arything as kang as 1 doasn't An ke-cold Molsan. Ramen at Takaya with an iy
celebrata a cartainhockay o iy rnind wert 1o the rneal Sain that sweet. Swest cold Asahi ard laiticed gyoza.
coACl's thines-yaar comtract “leapardy” scanein White Fustachie
exbensiont Men Car't Jump,” droa #9520
Wity Sty o yega says the Mat sure ' still mad at Luke 'l be faling asleep aarlier in I the same vein a3 “Game of It probably means they are Miare sinisher,
mext =Star Wars™ fiim wiii be {ar hidng an a beautiid sland the movis. Thranes'; cverybody dics and changing the color of the
*much darker,” what does he while the rest of the galaxy s dan't trus? your famiy. Shormbroopers’ armonr
meean? Tighting aver himy
Surviving Chicago winters is Tva fust boan eating mare ko - tharright coss, tha right scarf, - netbaing a seftbadied - Farking in a heated garaga. - W cempany, gacd foad
aill about . crean, Reminds me that the therightibationand, of course.  [hleapl about the ook, IUs anl o bar that gets you cut of

eold has b happy side, the right vacation. Chicags, Boots. woal socks, the hatise

base layers and bocze.



