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:‘ When life gives vou goars, make goar stew,
a That's essenteally how Birderia Zaragoea,
£ one of Chicage’s best poat stew and 1200

restaurants, was born, “T bought 2 new house
before Tsold my old one,” owner fobn S fuan”
Faragesa sid. °T thought, bey, Ul sell the obd
ome quick. Bur char was during the hausing
downturn and [was stack with two houses,
$ayou know | gor lemons, but made lem-
omacle, ar i this case T buils an oven in the
backyard vo roast goars and starmed a catering
business.”

Faragoea was born in a mown called La
Barcain the Mexican state of Jalisco. He was
five years old when his family moved to Chi-
cagn, but lis father took han back o Mexico
every vear 5o he wanldnt forget the language
anxl culsuse. One of the things be remem-
bered was the Jaliscan specialry thar is hirria,
steaming bowls of consamme stuffed full of
chili-slathered goar meat, which became the
Inspdracion for his restawrant,

He worked a serivs of customer servioe
jobs before the catering gig, but the zoor
epening of the restaerant in Archer Heighes
allovwed the father of four to work with his
family. “When [ lef corpasate America,
Tdidn't realize Twas going to cojoy life so
much,” Aarapnea skl “Buz [ love how my
family is here, T looked around ane day and
saw my wife Norma and my sons wosking be-
sidde me and [ was ovgrcomes with emarion,”

It & incleed a family business. Norma, whe
works the front of the house, s a sparkplug,
a Friendly mothesly presence who always
makes sure the tacos are hot and the conver-
sation is warm. Their four sons belp out as
well,

Te might sound cheesy, but T suspece
same of thar familial pride and
lappiness manifests seself
in the fond at Birrieria
Zaragoza, On a recent
weekend, sampled
birria at three popular |
spazs around Chicagn, |
and Zaragoea's (Sg for
asmall place, $11.50 for
large), which is rife with

THEESSENTIALS

LIEPING YOUR CHICAGD RESTAURANT CRED ONE BITE AT A TIME

A

Birriawith salsa de molcajete

BIRRIERIA ZARAGOZA

4852 5. Palack) Road 773-523-3700

Loos llke: An old-schaal diner with
chroma: and vingl-timmed counter seating
Sounds like: The thwadk of a deaver as
each piece of roasted goat is sliced to ceder
Smells like: Roasting meat and chilis

meat-free—uneil it gees mudidled with a side
of goat in order to make the bicria.

Torrillas €54} are made and freshly griddled
daily: The salsa mokeajeee (S1.75), 2 candy
redl-colored brew, is also made in-howse by
privaling Are-toasted asbol chilis, tomaze and
gatlic in a morar and pestle,

Because they work with whale goats,
Faragoza also serves a couple of offal-kden
tacos (§3), 2 “goat head” tace and the secree
oll-menu Machite. The former features
cheek, tonyue, brain and some eveball, while
the larter is made with brarded stomach and
inzestine, This mighz smmclgzms,hur s
Faragosa said, *T didn't really think it was

Fromm Australia.”
Zaragoza mbe che
goat with kosher

a0 much. The goat is topped with 2 tomazo-
Based consamme ($2.50-56.50 if purchased
a la carte} seasoned with 11 spices and herbs,

chili, crispy on she ourside ' salt andd steamsthem “My son Jonashan likes ro say, “Dad you're agrear idea ar first myself, T dan’ acrally
and super-tender on the Rg!ﬁ_%ﬁ,\.h?& for five hours, He then soe the colonel [Sandess of KFCL But, Tdo  love oggan meats. Butwe get chis grest meat
insicle, was l;w far rhe best, ruts them with an ancho wse a secrer Blend of herbs and spices,” (inar in and we wang 1o serve mlcr}whing. 0w

T all stares with grass-fed goats from
Waadstock, 111 Y.amgoc.-.a.whn MOASTS 30
aweek, said, T think Tm one of the few
guvs wha isn's gecring frozen E0ar mear

roasts them For another 26 10 30 minuces
iy the oven so that a cesspy bark develops,
creacing che consrasting rexouce thar [ laved

chili-based molé sauce and Towers can bring thedr vegetasian feiends woo,
since, undike many other places thar infuse
their corsomme with deippings from the

roast goat, Zaragoea keeps his complecely

workied an irasd the texture is just amazing,
It's really not gamey ac all and it has incred-
ible Aavor. Te surpeised cven me”
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