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By Michael Nagrant | FoRREDEYE
Returning from a vacation on either of the
coasts or Mexico tends to result in a sad
realization: Excellent seafood tacos are hard
to come by in Chicago.

Some taquerias might have a fresh tortilla,
superior slaw or a bright lime-infused cream
sauce, but so many of them fail by offering
insubstantial fillings of flavorless tilapia or
once-frozen-and-then-fried shrimp bearing
limp crusts sogged down by their toppings.

For this reason, I am happy to introduce
you to the shrimp taco from La Lagartija
(Spanish for “little lizard”) taqueria in the
West Loop ($3.50). Lagartija, owned by
husband and wife Luis Perea and Laura
Cid-Perea, is a sister restaurant to Bombon
Bakery in Pilsen and the Bombon Cafes
in Little Village and the West Loop. The
Bombon locations were built on stellar fresh-
baked special occasion cakes. If you've ever
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had Cid-Perea’s superb, silky tres leches cake,
it will probably come as no surprise that she
and her husband also purvey some of the
better tacos around.

Lagartija’s plump shrimp are breaded with
an airy Negra Modelo beer-splashed tempura
batter that provides a satisfying shatter
with every bite. The shrimp are topped
with a lip-tingling habanero ketchup and a
cooling, salty mayo blended with caper, olive
and onion, and a nest of crisp lettuce and
crunchy radish. The whole thing is swaddled
in a hot hand-formed and griddled-to-order
corn tortilla. Close your eyes, take a bite and
you're suddenly whisked away to a beach-
side beer-commercial ideal, whiling away the
afternoon in an Adirondack chair.
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HEADLINED BY
JIMMY CHAMBERLIN OF
THE SMASHING PUMPKINS

Z PATIO
& WINE

from 1:30PM-8PM in the gazebo
for Jazz Patio & Wine Festival,
a one-day event featuring local
and regional jazz performers.

FUN FOR KIDS, TOO!

FREE face painting from
2:30PM-4:30PM.

WANT LUNCH ON US?

Spend $100 or more on same-day
receipts on August 9 and lunch is
on us! Redeem at the Jazz & Shop
: table near Hot Mama.
0 One per person, while supplies last. August 9 ONLY.
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