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MY TOP TEN TASTES OF SUMMER

Hot Plates
By Michael Nagrant

1) Taylor Twosome: There’s nothing like a slushy cup of Mario’s watermelon-

or cantaloupe-chunk-studded Italian Lemonade and a nutmeg-spiced combo

Italian Beef from Al’s. Despite plenty of comers, they’re still both unparalleled

originals. Still, I’d be lying if I didn’t say visiting these institutions wasn’t an excuse to chill on a nearby Taylor

Street stoop and watch the inevitable black-socked sandal-wearing old Italian dudes hunkered down in alu-

minum folding lawn chairs snoring under their rattan-weave porkpie hats. If those guys have turned in early,

there’s always a beer-soaked 16” softball game down at Sheridan Park worth catching. Al’s  #1 Italian Beef,

1079 West Taylor; Mario’s Italian Lemonade, 1068 West Taylor

2) Beverly Bi: A freshly ground and griddled buttery patty sandwiched between a fresh pillowy bun from the

Soulian family’s Top Notch Beefburger in Beverly just ain’t complete without a five-colored scoop of orange

sherbet, pistachio, strawberry, chocolate and Palmer House (Venetian Vanilla with cherries and walnuts) ice

creams at the orange adobe palace of The Original Rainbow Cone. Top Notch Beefburger, 2116 West 95th; The

Original Rainbow Cone, 9233 South Western

3) Hot links—Uncle John’s BBQ: Mack  Sevier makes a mean rib tip, and you’d be remiss not to get a mess of

them slathered with his hot bbq sauce. But a summer stop at the corner of 69th and Calumet isn’t complete

without a fat hunk of Sevier’s red chili and garlic-slathered crispy skinned hot links. Uncle John’s BBQ, 337 East

69th

4) Smoked shrimp—Calumet Fisheries: Watching barges ford the Calumet River and coils of smoke rising from

the carbonized smokehouse behind this South Side gem while popping smoked shrimp like Skittles from a

brown paper bag should be part of any induction ceremony for official Chicago citizenship. Calumet Fisheries,

3259 East 95th

5) Big Star: Though the cinder block-chic Paul Kahan-Donnie Madia-Terry Alexander-Justin Large helmed taco

stand hasn’t been open for a single summer, stopping at the take-out window to watch the “tortilla ladies”

hand-patting masa or sidling into the yellow metal patio chairs over a pile of tacos de panza (aka pork belly

tacos) is sure to be a rite of passage for every human within a mile of Wicker Park/Bucktown for years to come.

Big Star, 1531 North Damen

6) Cemita Atomica—Cemitas Puebla: You can get a Cemita Atomica featuring pork three ways, oozy queso oax-

aco, avocado and chipotle salsa anytime of year, but the sandwich is best in June, when the spicy herbaceous

papalo leaf from owner Tony Anteliz’s parents garden is available for garnish. Cemitas Puebla, 3619 West North

7) The Chadwick—Nacional 27: For summer in a glass, look no further than a sip of local mixology legend Adam

Seger’s pomegranate-ginger-and-habanero-infused mojito served with a sweet sugar-cane swizzle stick.

Nacional 27, 325 West Huron

8) Cappuccino Gelato—Spacca Napoli: These days it seems you can get wood-fired pizzas anywhere, but

Spacca Napoli’s cappuccino gelato is a singular scoop. Spacca Napoli Pizzeria, 1769 West Sunnyside

9) Gazpacho—Jerry’s Sandwiches: A true seasonal delight, this vinegary cool tomato soup shows up whenev-

er owner Mark Bires feels like cooking it in the late spring or early summer. Whether it’s the standard or the

tangy green tomatillo version, make sure you order it when it makes an appearance. Jerry’s Sandwiches, 1938

West Division, 1045 West Madison

10) Mother-In-Law—Fat Johnnie’s: Normally a poppy-seed hotdog bun stuffed with a tamale slathered in chili,

cheese, onions and sport peppers is winter hibernation food, but since this ramshackle South Side shack is

carry-out only, the best place to eat one of these monsters is on the sidewalk in the noon day sun of a lazy sum-

mer day. Fat Johnnie’s, 7242 South Western
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THU/27
Make a Statement: Jewelry by
LezleyDezigns
Meet the maker, sip on sparkling wines, and
take in these gems. lezleydezigns.com/,
(773)935-1325. The Poison Cup, 1128 W.
Armitage, 5-8pm.

Sex and the City 2 Complimentary
Cosmos
Bring your ticket stub from the movie open-
ing weekend and receive a complimentary
Cosmo in the living room bar.  (one per tick-
et stub). W Hotel Lakeshore, 644 N. Lake
Shore Drive. Through SUN/30.

FRI/28
First Anniversary Fashion
Statement Soiree
Borrow A Dress Couture will celebrate their
first anniversary with a party at Bon V. Enjoy
complimentary cocktails from 9-10pm, a
fashion show, goody bags and a raffle with a
chance to win a month’s worth of dress
rentals. shopbadc.com. Bon V, 1100 W.
Randolph, 9pm.

Peggy Skemp Trunk Show
Chicago-based jewelry designer Peggy
Skemp fuses her interest in science with
metalsmithing skills. Meet Peggy and shop
her two collections, Heron Adornment fine
jewelry and Trapeze Artist enameled jewelry.
florodora.com, (312)212-8860. Florodora,
330 S. Dearborn, 12-6pm.

SAT/29
Randolph Street Market Festival
This European-style indoor-outdoor market
in the historic West Loop neighborhood fea-
tures 200 select purveyors of antiques, col-
lectibles & indie designer goods. Free park-
ing in onsite lot. Free pick up and drop off
from Water Tower Place.
www.randolphstreetmarket.com. General
admission $10, good for both days. Tickets
are $8 when purchased online at randolph-
streetmarket.com. $5 admission for stu-
dents with ID. Beaux Arts Plumbers Hall,
1340 W. Washington, 10-5pm. Also, SUN/30,
10-4pm.

ONGOING-MAY
Chic Gems Online Trunk Show
Benefits
Sarah Radford of Chic Gems, Etc. will be
hosting two continuous online trunk shows
to benefit The Avon Walk for Breast
Cancer/Team Assassin and to benefit My
Hope Chest, myhopechest.org. Shoppers
can choose from any of the jewelry on Chic
Gems site, ChicGemsEtc.com, and enter
either code TEAMA (for the Avon Walk) or
the code MHC (for My Hope Chest) while
checking out to donate 20 percent of their
purchase to either of these causes. As a
special thank you, shoppers will also receive
10 percent off of their total purchase as well.
Through MON/31 May.

Solemates Chicago Moving Sale
Up to 90 percent off, plus $10 tees, $75 out-
erwear and $20 denim.
Solemateschicago.com, (773)327-7782.
Solemates Chicago, 2708 N. Halsted.
Through SUN/30.

Ten Days of Discounts at Fix
Receive 20 percent off different summer-
inspired items each day. Cocktails will be on
the radar from 5-7pm each evening and
guests that spend over $500 throughout the
promotion will receive a complimentary eco-
tote. Fix Boutique, 1101 W. Fulton Market,
May 19 -29.

style
Select fashion shows, trunk shows,
sales and events. See 
boutiqueville.com for more listings. 

8

5.
27

.1
0

n
e

w
c

it
y

r
e

s
t
o


